Dave Kilminster is the winner of onr Guitarist of the
Year' compebition. this entry Sundance canainced the
fudges beyond any dunbi tha! ke was the right choice to

carry off the prizes.. Inferview by Neenlle Marten.
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lang - 1 didn't really play in thal many
bands in Bristo’

Hieo did Shings Srowvess ones you'd moved
iu Landon?

Well, [ moved in with a Iriend o
Hamrncramith anid we gol 2 band together;
thee hand was called Duchess and we didn'
eally do much. Then [ got another han
together, called Wild, and we did a sesslon
for Radic 1's Friday Bock Show, bul we
couldn’t keep togsther a decent line-up
people whe actually looked good, could
play well and whao had [he right atlitude,
I'm not interested in people who take drugs
and drink all the time, and turn up o
rehearsals late: if peaple want Lo do that
after work thats np Lo them, but anything
that pets in the way of the music s out of
the window 22 faras I'm concerred.

[ was then in a band called Crocodile
smile snd we just rehearsed for sverl We
did about three gigs and then split up.
Again, it was hard work getting (sl band
started. It always such an elfort retting
anvihing started.

You're obvlansly a reek plaver, you ok
like @ vock player, vour pailar is @ roch
gwitar, Vha! made you think ‘rock’, as
obbosed o say jozz, or pop?

Well, like [ said, 1 pinch stnfl from
anvwhere, although at the moment |
suppose 'm listzning more 1o jazz than
anvthing - people like Holdsworth and
Frank Gambale - bui Ghueen were the
ohwiins rock inspiration.

S0 do you sit down and learn Heldswarth
and Gambale licks, note far kaote?

Yo, | started doing that when the first
Yan Halen albwm came out. That was it
really, That was just an amazing sound
amazing rhythms and Alls amd stuff,

Were yuu wwars of how e was obtaining
dras spraa?

Yes, because I actually saw him the day
before T gal the album, Van Halen were
supnorting Black Sabbath in Bristol. ['d
arrived late, because the buses weren't
warking properly, wnd I walked in and
thought, ‘Gud, Ozzy's on already.’ because
everyone was waving their arms in the air
and 1 couldn’t scc the stage slraight away
Anyway, T looked up and thought, ‘Er?
That's not Oziy!” and of course it was Van
Halen and it was incredible. He had this
massive World War 17 bomb, or whatever,
which fe kept his echo unit and things in,
which they trundled onto the stage, and
when he started playing he wee tloing all
that twa handed stuff. S0 | went home and
started doing il myself and I went out the
next day and got the album. fnd thal was a
big inspiration

But it wasn'l just his solo playing: so

all the rest of it = the rhythm playing
particular, which is amazing, Sut that was
certainly something to aspire to. [ don't
lenow much about what he's deing al Lhe
moment, Hut i vou had an Fddie Van Halen
soundalike competilion now, he'd losel

You ehuinnsly have pretiy strong ideas
about your career and how ¢ showid go: your
fopks, vour chiions ability, wur allabids, e
fire! thert vou're mot Iengeing Yo Hife awy. ..

Well, I know what 1 want. And that is
be part of a really great rock band -
something that has the saome sort of impact
#s Van Halen. Extreme are doing well at
the moment; they've got a really good
guitarist = again. someone who plays eally
good rhythem and gets a really cood sound,
But, essentially, what 1've always wanted
wat to be part of a really ereative band.
And if that means making a solo album
(b {hial"s st T'T o

Do vou think that approack will hate been
bangfcial or detrimental to Mike Varneys
Shrapeel bavs, in the by berae?

That's 2 good question. They're
obviously catering for very speeific tastes,
and [ wouldn'l expect anyone other than a
gtilar player to buy those records.

Bl they all say, My nex! albwm’s going fo
be pery differant. .

Yeah, they all say they're going to have
vncal tracks on the pext album. But what 1
want to do right from the beginning 15 Lo
reach a wider sadience than that.

Avi yuu alse o siagar ov fromiman F

Well, [ sing, but I have 2 very clean voire,
not really a lead vocal voice, I'd prefer a
gort of rovsher sound - something with a
sart of Kod Stewart or Bryan Adams
roughness to it. But it's very good for
harmonies becanse e zol something over
a four oclave range - which pisses my
girliriend off no end, because she's a really
pood singer! IUs strange, because my
Bottom note is the bollom note on a guitar
— [ van acdually get By on a good day - and
the highest is just over the range al the
other end. When 1 was al school 1 used to
alng in a barber shop Larmony group.
which was brilliant training: four people,
four different lines, no rocompanimenl, 5o
yvou really hed to nse your ears and Block
ourt whal 1he nlher people were singing.

wur ability on the fuilar sugmests some
formal trafing...

No. [ didn't have any — apart from playing
an my own, on the piano, The plano is so
logical to me: 1 can play r note, hear
another note in my head and fnd it straight
away, It's very logical the way the piano is
set out. But no, 've never had any lessons,

Do you read?

Yeq, bt not really quickly. That's actually »
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ear, becanse you read somelhing
gz, of play something once, and
you never necd to read it again. So
vid never have that constand
prictice at reading. Normally [ can
work somelbing onl @ lol guicker
then [ can read it

I wiat forss wordd von lfke fo
ol 0°F As the guilarist i an
sfodlished bond or as a member
of amctiving todally new®

Well, [ guess it Det Leppard or
somzbody phoned me up that
woullel be interesting, But i wonld
be really nice to get in at the
begnning of something: be in at
gromn level, build np a following,
get the fivst album done...

B st Deing dn @ band af Hhe
maRlen, Yo re. .

Fissed off! Actually [ have been
d:ing ouie 6 fow sessions lately,
alhough that's not the way | want
o gs [t's good money and it's
enjovable and il mepns 'm
playing, and learning how {o get a decent rock sound in the studie,
Mnd eonsidering the technology that's avallable today that’s still quite
Al [ mean, 1 sGll havent heard anylhing to match some of the
snds on the first couple of Van [alen albums. In fact the closest
[ve heard recently is Muno Bettencourt.

Wikl all fhis stucl that's available you'd think evervome would have
agreat sound, but when did vou last see a band that had a really
good [ve sound? Queenzriiche pet a consistentlv decent rock sound,
bl the two best lve sounds Pee ever heard were in Germany, at the
Momgters of Rock festival. The first time was in 1934, when Van
Halen were plaving, and then Iast year, when o guy that 1 was
frach ng was ina band who were opening,

Tell ws abowt your vather wawsqol foaking suitars. .

[ have them specinlly boilt. T've always liked the Gibson seale
Ength, ever since [ etarted on a Shaftesbury SG, 80 I'm uzed to that
sells and i [ty gnd do any of the Holdsworth-type steoteh lieks 1
firndd i bgreed om the roodders guitars, which all seem (o have the longer,
Fender scale. [ just can't <o it om those guitars and 20 I immeadiately
frel Himitrd, S0 as far as Pm oconcerned Taon't eare what i looks Jike
oo as | can play what D normally play.

The other thing iz, [ would really like a Floyd Rose that had
(fhann's strings spacing, beeause (7 you pul o regular Floyd on one ol
my guitars the B strings will just fall off the side of the neck! S0 1
e to ave the Flovds modified,

W berilels yiser goadurs?

Its a friend of mine called Andy Mamrkiewicz, who's working in
Instrda for 2 company called Guitars Omly. He buill two gnailars for
me while e was over Lere and they're basically [banez Destroyer
tecks on bodies that he's made, The pink and white one is a
mehopany body with a PRS HES-2 pickop in the bridge position ancd
g sevmour Duncan in the neck: the combination geems to work
b really well,

The ather one al2o naz a mahagany Rody bot ics gol a maple mp,
* Because 1 was after the Les Paul sort of sound. Andy was really
pissed off because the only bit of maple e had was this lovely pieee
if hidseye, he's such o craftsman, and 1 think spraying the hing
pins broke his heart! They've both got scalloped necks and [actually
 ddon: of those mysclf...

R Ity anil el job!

AINTFI Wiy ™ Ay, EeEs  § RN

Well, 1 used three different files, one of which wes really rough,
just to get it down as quickly s= possible, and the other tro to do the
final shaping and finishing, It took me about three rights’ work.

[ like to be able ta do miy own things on my guitars change pickups
when | owant, refrets when they're necessary, [rel stoning or
adjusting the truss rads, Tdon't like having to take it 10 someone else
in case vou're gt & gig or something and the neck falls off!

Wien | irtermtewed Skunk Boecter he was saywg how Rhaviig o
wmechanical wnderstanding of his guitar helps bim get the best ot of
ir.

That's righl. The Orst thing 1 do when [ get a new guitar is
completely take it to pieces! [f's frightening really = 1 was in a music
shop the other day and this guy came in with his guitar and said,
“Ihe tuning's a bit loose,.." and the guy whe doss the repairs said,
Well, you just need 1o pop a Philips screwdriver inte there and
tighten the heads up.” And the guy said, *No, 1don't know £ 1 ean, ['d
rather vou did it And I couldn't belisve it

Wy diad you enter the competition® I beifove that, by coineidencr,
st st emdered one for Guitar Player i fie Shates,..

I'd just got this Tascam $-track, which is something I'd been after
for o bong while, and [ did the tape Do the Guifar Blayer competition,
Then | saw the compeliton in Gadlasst and shought, "Great, 1 can
use the same tape for that!’ and then 1 read a bit further and realizod
I'd have to do somothing clse, Amyway, one night there wasn't
anything on the telly so [just started fiddling with the music, and [
ended up with about ten minutes' worth of staff

Actually, renlly enjoyed the resiriction of using these notes n that
order, having to reharmonise it and make it as interesting a3 possible
in just three minutes, It was a good challenge. And as soon s 1
played the F over the A and C, znd then T played the E over the D, it
just snowballed from there. But 1 had to do some serions editing
heeauae 1 had far too many idens. ..

A Io!of the peogie who setered, yoursel inclydud, did show a variety
of styles within their pece. Did voue feel that was imforiant?

Yeas | did. Beeanss i was apen Lo all sorls of goilarists | thought
that the majority of entrizs would be presty rock orientated, so in
order to stand oot [ decided to tey and do something a bic dil ferenl
like, | played the major version on the tremelo arm, using

harmaonics. [ don't know why 1 thought this, but T imagined that »

el



*> some of the people who judged it would

probibly be inly Jell Beck...

Recaiwse vou tharght we were all ald
CHvstericed leaughter follvws from Dave,
probakiy frplving thal tey comanend w0
acrurafe.?

Mo, [ just thought it was 3 good idea of

LEve T

Az I mentioned in wy Fdftarial lest
manin, whet strack bolli Pl and we abont
vour gutry was thar faci that yos wern
Drvbared o pe off the wa!l and do things
il & bit of daring,

Well. [ wanted to get a perfermance
down, as appozed to dropping in Lo gel
every nole pertect, which 1 could have

done with the little punchein foatswitch
It"s the sort of thing whers you can play it
prce and gel a really good fec], and then
think, ‘[T just Gidy that bil up,” bul you play
it again and it's not the zame. N was the
sanmie with mizess; T found thal Uee st mix
[ did was the best - the ones where 1'd
Uil to et The tones and levels Better jus!
didn't have the fow, didn’t kave the snound.
Sov it was [rst Lake, first guitar bits, first
mix. That was it!

Whet amje o processors did you wse?

[ just uzed a little Zoom 9002 far
everything excepl Lhe bass, which |
phigged straight in. [ actially borriowed
ihe doom o a friend of oaine, whe's a
bit inconsiderate because he's mken il
aek now!

Mavbe that could hre your firs!
endmrsement dagd! (Davg Lewghs loudly 2t
fli porosfect).

Itz & great little machine, There's a
passage an the tape where T used it for
plaving harmony guitar, in straight
fonrths, just hefore the military drom beat
slarts.,,

That deoem pevssege was very brae, o

That was the most difficult thing to da
on the whale track! T eonld program Lhe
ligure into the drum machine, but

B

coulidn't ged it st enaugh. 5o [ had wfuen
the speed sight down on the s-track,
record e drum part and speed it up
girain, Mixing the thing was also diflicull,
because you've oaly got the four tracks
and [ had to have the hass on the lewd
prilar Lrack, amd things like that,

Foe sofd to wee after wour perfirmeanes al
dae CGuilarisd Dy of Uee IMS (Me first part
of thhe compefition’s three-part prize) thet i
wrss L awnsd dewrafying gig vou'd evar hod fe
play.

[ was very mervious, | was nervous partly
bocause [ hodn't done many pigs vecently
and [ was so rusty you wouldn't believe i,
but also beeauas [ thonght thers'd be all

the puitarists who entered and didn’t win
standing there with their arms folded
going, %Go on then, impress e

Bt it wasn't like that at all. 1 walked on
amdd here were Ints of people cheering and
they made me feel a lot betier. Meyhe they
were all standing al e back with their
arme lded and I eouldn't sec them!

iy feol fke your whole e had boer
comppressed fta five winides?

Yeh, [ooking back on it [ really don™t
remember doing the 2ol in the middle of
ital all! I'd gol seme ideas worked out in
my head as to how 1 wes goang 1o
approach the sole, but I found I'd got
throueh all those ideas in the A half of
it! [Lwas also my dad's birthday that day,
and he's not around any more so [ was
playing Lor him as well, ] wanled 1o call the
song somecthing to do with my dad
because | knew that if [won I'd be playing
on His Brthday. But then T thought, m
nol geing te win it so [ called the tume
SNHAANCE. ..

The second part of Your prise wos yous
chofee of gear aft tn aronnd £1. 0K You've
apted for some rack eawibment 20 you've
abvinwsly gotne for & in g big woy..

Well, I've got the Marshall preamp and

it's great for eertain things, bul [ve gone »
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fleible: you can do what you can do with the Marshall and 2 ot
Tresides, | ose the l"r:- HLth noise reduction system
Iy like the W: hough, and I'd

of one af [hose beg players use Hhe

IH::ﬂl e mixer out inbo the

: t 5 I de = I play in IhU
caraolie hand 1m! il's very good ear training s penple come up
and say, Do you know such .mrl m:ll P Green Grien Grass of

it. It's everything from
gl el fun!

At LhL moment, il:
writing quile 2 few instrumentals and I've got this

[I.! Jm;l glve IL )
aff and putting il olf, but it's getling to that stage where
shortly I'm going Lo have to make a maove if nothing happens.
nately, it seems like anybody who wenls Lo Co anything has
Do vou have strong visws either way on the &[T scenana?
| do think it would be fun to totally immerse yourself in guitar
playing for a year. I'd love o do thal - even now I'd lowe to do it -

the eight finger thing that [ do.
LR ¥o ribe that?
[t's sumelhing that came about because 1 wrote a tune called
Fragaled, but found that 1 couldn’t actually play it. So [ was findi
techrigques to use in order that I conld.
Gut it really is & good technique. It's all
' s of both hands tapping on (e
frelbuard at once = it's fingers ell over the
place, skipping strings, thousands of
|

The basic idea was to play with one
hand and make it sonnd like regular
tapping, bul Lthen when you use twa
hands it sounds like it's belrgz played ot
75 rpm. I'm not just doing it o play (st

but it is good fun, and it's also mu
interesting. There aze a lot of people who
play fast rubbish - and slow rubbish,
come fo that - but it only seems to be
guitarists. [ mean, you don't find pianish
5 staff, or viclinists, o
rhey wouldn't do it
. What T want to do s o
rood if the
LS50, were playing it. If 1 write & sing
and it needs a solo, 1 iry to take the
influence for the solo [rom the song,
pathier than thinking, Tve got this raly

hecanse il was completely u:‘....‘fdm.z—.hlt,
and because he never knows what's
going to come nexl, which is exactly the
way | want niy playing to be.

Taking th: e, 1l st Tike 1o pel
into a really greal rock band, tour the
world and make music, Which is all I'n
ever really wanted to do...

rves Lo o well it Dave

Kilminster. He's a {righteningly gaod
musicdian, he's innately musical as well &
technically most able, he's interested and
sting, ¢ e all he'sa

rice bloke, Music Maker He crds will be
putting out a Casselie Single featuning
hoth Sundomes and Dave's entry to the




