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by Ryan Sparks 
 
 Often in life you hear about people being in the right place at the right time, getting their foot in door so to speak 
and seizing the opportunities presented to them, and for British born guitarist/ vocalist Dave Kilminster nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Kilminster began playing the piano as a young child, but quickly traded in the ivories for the guitar and hasn’t looked 
back since. In 1991 he was voted Guitarist Magazine’s “Guitarist of the Year” and when reflecting at the time on the 
future, his aspirations were surprisingly straight forward in that he wanted to “get into a really great rock band, tour 
the world and make music”. Taking stock of things in 2007, Dave has made the most of every opportunity and as 
been an instrumental and driving force in every band he’s been a part of. His resume is stunning and reads like a 
who’s who of progressive rock. He has touted and recorded with John Wetton in Qango, done the same with Keith 
Emerson and Carl Palmer, and most recently served as a touring guitarist and vocalist in none other than Roger 
Waters’ solo band. In Roger’s group he was given the daunting task of covering much of the guitar and vocal work 
originally played by Pink Floyd guitarist David Gilmour. These high profile gigs with some of the biggest 
heavyweights in classic rock have shone the light squarely on Kilminster’s incredible talents as a musician.  

In addition to being an invaluable addition to the aforementioned bands, Dave has somehow managed to find the 
time to actively pursue a solo career and his most recent effort entitled Scarlet is a work of staggering beauty and 
depth. If you’ve had the opportunity to witness his talent firsthand with Emerson or Waters, believe me when I say 
that it really only scratches the surface of the man’s overall abilities.   

Ryan:  I really want to talk about your latest solo release Scarlet which is an 
absolutely magnificent piece of work. 

Dave: Thank you. 

Ryan: You can really hear the effort that went into this recording. I think 
anyone that has heard or seen you play and knows what a talented 
musician and guitarist you are may be a little surprised to find out that 
you’re also one hell of a writer as well. This CD spoke to me more about 
Dave Kilminster the musician than it did Dave the guitar player. 

Dave: That’s great, and to be honest I think of myself more as a musician than I do a guitarist. I’ve always been into 
music, melodies, songs, lyrics, and the whole thing. I never set out to- I can’t think of anything more boring for me 
to do than to record a rock instrumental album. It’s not stuff I would listen to so I wouldn’t dream of doing something 
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